
   

 

 

 
 

BOA Alert 

December 2020 
  

Follow us on Facebook and our website: 

https://www.facebook.com/boatownersNSW/ 

https://www.boatowners.org.au/ 

   

Boating access to Lake Macquarie under threat 

Boating infrastructure at Toronto on Lake Macquarie is under threat now that 

the Lake Macquarie Council has published its draft waterfront reserve master 

plan. 

Toronto has long been a popular 

boating destination and active 

boating centre on Lake Macquarie, 

but important boating facilities are 

set to disappear with proposals to 

remove the Wharf Road boat ramp, 

and render inoperable the Bath 

Street ramp at the Royal Motor Yacht Club. The recently reconstructed boat 

ramp at nearby Lions Park will remain a white elephant due to lack of water 

depth and other problems. 

  

We note the Wharf Road ramp is 8m wide, with functional all-tide deep water 

access, rocky shore line, a fixed long wharf, free limited parking, and pump out 

facilities on the nearby public jetty. The Lions Park ramp on the other hand, is 

6m wide, with no pump out, no pontoons or wharves, caters only to shallow-

draft vessels, and with no safe access for the aged and disabled. Upgraded in 

2017 with a $900k Boating for Now project, the Lions Park trailer parking is only 



partially formalised and lacks a number of standard boating requirements for 

lake users. 

  

Although the Toronto Amateur Sailing Club's facilities, which also support 

Sailability's operation, will survive under the master plan, the RMYC is being 

squeezed out. 

The Council plan to develop its own land on Bath Street - for many years an 

informal car park – together with a proposed commercial and residential 

development adjacent to the RMYC, will generate new parking pressures. The 

RMYC's operations will then be confined to its 35 on-site parking spaces - 

insufficient to support the club operation and its 50 berth marina, let alone meet 

the Council's regulatory parking requirements. No provision has been made for 

parking for the Bath Street boat ramp. 

Under the Council's master plan there will be no usable public boat ramps 

within 5 or 6km of Toronto. 

  

The closest ramps will be the gravel ramp on Bolton Point that has no facilities 

and a ramp at Coal Point which is dangerous in common southerly weather. 

The congested ramp at Marmong Point and ramps at Rathmines are 10km 

away. 

  

Community boating and boating safety on Lake Macquarie are losers under the 

Council's draft Toronto waterfront master plan. 

  

The public comment period was due to close on 18 December 2020, however 

the BOA has lobbied the Council to extend the closure until late January 2021. 

  

Please add your voice to the calls to extend the consultation period: 

by emailing Council:            council@lakemac.nsw.gov.au 

with cc. to the BOA:            admin@boatowners.org.au 

The draft Toronto waterfront master plan can be found on the Council's web 

site: 

Creating a Place for People in Toronto 

https://shape.lakemac.com.au/future-toronto 



  

More problems with MEMA 

The Marine Estate Management Authority (MEMA) is a body established 

under the Marine Estate Management Act 2014 to help manage the marine 

estate of NSW. In addition to promoting the environmental health of the marine 

estate, MEMA’s initiatives are required to facilitate “economic opportunities and 

the cultural, social and recreational use of the marine estate”. 

 

Regrettably, this policy space has been dominated in recent years by activists 

calling upon MEMA to establish a Marine Park covering Sydney Harbour and 

adjacent waters as if Marine Park status is the only way for MEMA to deliver on 

its charter. 

  

In 2018 MEMA announced plans to introduce a Sydney Marine Park in the form 

of 25 separate areas. Common across many of these areas was a proposal for 

anchoring and fishing lockouts. These proposals were said to be based on a 

1,700-page body of work including feedback from the community. 

  

But when BOA examined MEMA’s stakeholder engagement, it found that 

MEMA was engaging with environmental activists to the exclusion of almost 

everybody else: 

 

 It is a matter of record that within weeks of announcing the Marine Park plans 

in September 2018, a “Stop the Lockout” movement had amassed some 

67,000 supporters and the government quickly changed course. 

  

This week MEMA is revisiting the matter of Community Consultation under the 

guise of “Water Quality Objectives”. A closer look at the survey however, 

reveals something unrelated to “Water Quality”. Instead of asking about levels 

of pollution, sources of pollution, observed impacts of pollution etc, the survey 

is asking about “use conflicts” and testing the public support for things like 



recreational boating. If the boating public remains unaware of this survey, 

MEMA will once again receive a dataset generated by activists calling for 

fishing and anchoring bans. 

  

BOA calls upon members to undertake the 7-minute survey, using the following 

responses to questions as guidance: 

 

In the question above, choosing “Other” opens a field where the cultural 

importance of boating to you and your family could be emphasised, whether or 

not you identify as Aboriginal. We identify a need for MEMA to understand that 

intergenerational boating is important to boating families, and something we 

wish to pass on to our own children as part of the family’s culture. 

  

 

In the above question, BOA members are encouraged to convey the concern 



that increased regulation, like an anchoring ban, is a threat to the 

socioeconomic and cultural values derived from the waterway. For instance, if 

you like to anchor close to shore, so you can swim to shore, this usage faces 

existential threat if anchoring bans push you hundreds of metres from shore out 

of the lee. 

  

 

  

 

 The survey is running until 26 February 2021, and can be completed multiple 

times so as to cover different waterway locations. 



  

Take the survey now: 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/water/water‐quality/protecting‐and‐

managing‐water‐quality/nsw‐water‐quality‐objectives‐update‐public‐consultation 

  

Snapper Island – have your say 

The smallest of Sydney Harbour’s islands is again under the spotlight, with 

comments invited on its future use. 

 

Aerial view of Snapper Island – Source: Nearmap, 2020 

When comments were similarly sought in 2003, there was strong support for 

safeguarding the island’s potential for ongoing maritime training purposes and 

the display of naval memorabilia. 

  

The Harbour Trust has a survey running until 12 February 2021 to test 

whether the outcomes proposed in 2003 are still relevant “given the current 

condition of the site and the changing needs and expectations of the 

community”. Sometimes when we see language like this, it can signal the 

handing over of yet another maritime asset to the arts community. 

Check out the background information and have your say: 

https://www.harbourtrust.gov.au/en/community/snapper‐island‐discussion‐paper‐

survey/ 



  

  

 

 

 

AGM and vote of thanks to outgoing president Andrew McKinnon 

We issue a huge vote of thanks to outgoing president Andrew McKinnon, who 

stood down from that role at the AGM held 26 November. During his time as 

president, Andrew led the BOA through a tricky rebuilding process that has 

driven higher engagement with government agencies and improved standing of 

the association representing the interests of NSW boat owners. 

  

Today, the feedback is positive, with the BOA increasingly being approached 

for advice and information. While these activities are reflected in our increasing 

membership, we still have much ground to cover when we realize there 

are over 230,000 registered vessels in NSW. 

 

We are advised there has been a doubling of new boat licences and 

registrations this year - an unforeseen impact of COVID. Please help us spread 

the word of BOA to these new boat owners – if you are in a position to share 

our flyer with those you see at the marina or boat ramp, please let us know 

and we’ll send you some:  



 

At the AGM your new committee was elected (see below) and we congratulate 

and thank Chris de Jong as incoming president. Andrew stays on as treasurer. 

Your elected committee members have a variety of skills and experience that 

equips us well to meet the expectations of the membership. 

  

We look forward to continue working for you, please feel free to contact us via 

your long-serving secretary Joann McKay who has been invaluable over the 

many years she has worked for us: 

admin@boatowners.org.au 

  

Wishing you all a safe and enjoyable boating season and all the very best for 

Christmas and 2021.  



 

Surname     Code  Mobile  Email 
Management             
President             
de Jong  Chris  2069  0402 038 171 c.dejong@bigpond.com  

Vice‐President             
Wyeth  Chris  2099  0417 206 226 chris@natlmarine.com.au  

Secretary             
McKay  Joann  2088  0421 118 887 boansw@iprimus.com.au  

Treasurer             
McKinnon  Andrew  2046  0412 401 102 andrew@oaansw.com.au  

              
Committee:             
Dennis  Bruce  2065  0412 283 114 bruce_dennis7@yahoo.com.au  

Lee  David  2073  0411 223 876 dj.lee@optusnet.com.au  

Miles  David  1750  0403 115 010 dgtmiles@gmail.com  

Coates  Stephen  2088  0411 362 436 stephenmcoates@gmail.com 

Geddes  Mitch  2108  0412 894 304 glades.bay@bigpond.com  

Frost  David  2540  0414 543 602 david@delmech.com.au  

Farebrother  Trent  2014  0417 269 379 trentf8@bigpond.com  

Childs  Rod  2093  0410 358 138 rod1950@tpg.com.au  

              
Regions:             
NSW South             
Frost  David  2540  0414 543 602 david@delmech.com.au  

NSW Far South             
Drenkhahn  Fritz  2551  0427 359 820 fritzd@bigpond.com  

Pittwater             
Moore  Glenn  2106  0419 609 207 glennmoore@aurorabiosciance.com.au 

Botany             
Smith  David  2234  0408 543 147 bdsmt40@bigpond.com  

  

   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

  

  

 


